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CELEBRATING SWEETWATER STARS
In appreciation of  the difference Sweetwater employees make every 
day, the Board of  Trustees will host the 2009 Employee Recognition 
reception on Tuesday, May 26 from 4:30 – 6 pm at the Cultural Arts 
Center, Rancho del Rey Middle School. The event will honor retirees, 
employees of  the Year and those reaching milestones in longevity of  
service.
     Congratulations to the 2009 Employees of  the Year:

Susie Mitchell - MASD Administrator of  the Year, 
Lisa Frangente - SCGA Counselor of  the Year, 
Gary Gauger - NAGE Employee of  the Year, 
Joel Muñoz - CSEA Employee of  the Year,
Yolanda Hernandez - ConÞdential Employee of  the Year,
Rosa Persona - CSEA Employee of  the Year, OfÞce Technical,
Teresa Vizcarra - CSEA Employee of  the Year, Para Professional,

Congratulations to the 2009 Teachers of  the Year:

Antonio E. Gutierrez Jr. - Sweetwater High School 
Eric Mabrey - Olympian High School
Cherylyn M. Sias - Mar Vista High School
Marilyn Reyes Stutler - EastLake Middle School
Jesus Leonardo Ulloa-Higuera - Eastlake High School

MAY 1, 2009

May 11, 2009 Board Meeting

May 22, 2009 In-lieu Holiday / Cesar Chavez

May 25, 2009 Memorial Day Holiday
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
APPOINTMENTS

Dr. Mary Lawlor,
Principal
Eastlake High School

Arturo Montaño,
Principal
National City Middle School

Samuel Montes,
Principal on Special Assignment
A/C Curriculum Department

Lee Romero,
Principal
Montgomery High School

Digital Media Showcases Student Talents
Catch some of  the best of  student made videos, graphic design 
and music at this year’s Digital Media Showcase. A gallery 
exhibition and reception will be held, Friday, May 29 from 6 to 8 
pm at the VAPA offices at 670 L Street, Suite C. Students are 
invited to submit entries. Deadline is May 15. A special category 
will focus on work highlighting the [RE]Connect. Miss School. 
Miss Out. message. Selected videos, artwork and music will be 
showcased on the [RE]Connect and VAPA websites.

Visit the www.re-think.us or the VAPA website http://
www.suhsd.k12.ca.us/vapa/digitalmedia/digital-media-
showcase.html for submission guidelines and details.

Middle School Math Whizzes Square Off
Students will represent five Sweetwater schools at this year’s San Diego 
County Middle School Math Field Day on Saturday, May 16. In a 
friendly face-off, teams from Granger Junior and Bonita Vista, EastLake, 
Chula Vista, Rancho del Rey and Southwest middle schools will compete 
against teams from other districts. During the contest taking place at 
Francis Parker Middle School, students will show off  their computational 
skills and speed in a series of  timed mathematical games.

Raise $ For Sweetwater With Mission Federal
You can raise $25 for Sweetwater schools just by referring a new 
member to Mission Federal Credit Union. For every new member 
referred by a district employee to MFCU by the end of  July, the 
credit union will make a $25 donation to the district and give a 
$25 thank you to the new member. Mission Federal is a 
longstanding supporter of  Sweetwater schools. Be sure to mention 
that you’re joining or referring a new member as part of  the 
Sweetwater schools promotion.

Prop ÒOÓ Construction Project Win Awards
The San Diego Chapter of  the Construction Management 
Association of  America has selected the Prop O management 
team to receive the 2009 Best Program Management Project 
Achievement Award.

Additionally, Montgomery High School received the Leroy F. 
Greene Design and Planning Award by the Coalition for 
Adequate School Housing and the American Institute of  
Architects for the modernization and new construction design. 
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 SWEETWATER CURRENTS

From Left to Right:
MariaElena Aguilar, Paulina Bobenrieth, Tanya Rovira-Osterwalder, Daniel Rios (CVH graduate)  Jerry 
Garcia (CPH), Xinia Sanchez (MOH graduate), Wilma Wooten, MD.

Teens Win Public Health Champion Award
Chula Vista teens who successfully advocated for improvements to Lauderbach Park have been recognized 
with a 2009 Public Health Champion Award. Castle Park High student members of  the Communities of  
Excellence (CX3) project were honored on April 10 by the County Health and Human Services Agency. 

The CX3 project focused on changing the environment to make it easier to be physically active and prevent 
obesity. The project was led by district health resource teacher, Carol Shaw.

Red Devils Hold Record-Breaking Blood Drive
In the tradition of  Red Devil pride, more than 135 Sweetwater High students and staff  donated blood at the 
recent campus blood drive on April 21. A total of  107 pints of  blood were collected, a new record for a one-
day blood drive in the South Bay. Sweetwater Marine Corps JROTC unit sponsored the Blood Bank Blood 
Drive.

Adult Education Summer School

Chula Vista Adult School and San Ysidro Adult School will be offering summer school classes for high 
school subjects, focused on non-grad seniors who need the credit for high school graduation as well as any 
other interested adult student.  Non-grad seniors must also be attending a high school summer school class in 
the district. Pre-registration begins the week of  June 8th. These evening summer school classes will be held 
from Monday, June 15th through Thursday, July 14th.

For specific enrollment requirements and office hours contact the Chula Vista Adult School counseling 
office, 691-5818; or the San Ysidro Adult School counseling office, 428-7220.
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RECOGNITION OPPORTUNITIES FOR MAY

May 5, 2009 Cinco de Mayo

May 6, 2009 National School NurseÕs Day

May 10, 2009 MotherÕs Day

May 13, 2009 Day of the Teacher

May 18 - 22 ClassiÞed School Employees Week

 SWEETWATER CURRENTS

BIKE TO WORK DAY
Get out your helmet and get ready to go 
green. Bike-to-Work Day is coming up 
Friday, May 15. Once again, Sweetwater is 
teaming up with Bicycle Warehouse to host 
a pit stop at the store at 680 L Street. 

Pedal up to the kiosk on your way to work 
that morning between 6:30 and 9 am for 
refreshments, giveaways and a chance to 
win some great prizes.

Cadillac to be Auctioned
Get your bids in on a 1989 Cadillac Allante 
convertible. Former Chula Vista Mayor and 
State Assemblymember Shirley Horton 
donated her personal vehicle to the 
Sweetwater District. The car will be 
auctioned off  on eBay. All proceeds will 
benefit the district.

Visit www.sweetwaterschools.org for the 
auction date and details.

http://www.sweetwaterschools.org
http://www.sweetwaterschools.org
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KUDOS
Dr. Bernice Stanley, Special Services, obtained her Doctorate in Education from Alliant International University.

Vicki Jones Pittman, RDM Teacher, was represented out of 65 schools in the county at the Young Art 2009 
Expressing Literature exhibition in its 40th year held at the San Diego Museum of Art in Balboa Park.

Emmalee Huls, HTH Teacher, was represented out of 65 schools in the county at the Young Art 2009 Expressing 
Literature exhibition in its 40th year held at the San Diego Museum of Art in Balboa Park.

Ivan Rubio, ROP PLTW Teacher, his Montgomery High ROP students won 1st place at The West CoastÕs cutting-edge 
machine tool & Manufacturing competition.

Steve Rodriguez, OLH Teacher, has a new article published in the journal California English.

Carlos Diaz, Bus Driver, took 2nd place in the Intermediate Category at the San Diego County School Bus Safety 
Roadeo.

Susan Tu and Kirk Braito, RDM Coaches, their students won 2nd place for the second year in a row at the National 
Science Decathlon competition at Cuyamaca College.

SweetwaterÕs Roadeo Team, took home the ÒBest RepresentedÓ award for team spirit, team attitude, team 
appearance and team cooperation combined with team scores at the San Diego County School Bus Safety Roadeo.

Southwest High, represented our district in the Academic League Semi-Finals.

Ron Silva, Maintenance, received certification in the areas of Earthquake Safety, Chemical Safety and Proper 
Storage from the California School Employee Association (CSEA).

Orlando Sanchez, Transportation, received certification in the areas of Earthquake Safety, Chemical Safety and 
Proper Storage from the California School Employee Association (CSEA).

Jeff Wilderson, Maintenance, received certification in the areas of Earthquake Safety, Chemical Safety and Proper 
Storage from the California School Employee Association (CSEA).

Gary Gauger, Maintenance, received certification in the areas of Earthquake Safety, Chemical Safety and Proper 
Storage from the California School Employee Association (CSEA).
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 SUPERINTENDENT’S COLUMN
Being Prepared and Ready in Every Situation

     None of  us ever knows what to expect from one day to the next. Life brings us new blessings and challenges 
on a daily basis. As such, we as a district must prepare ourselves for all situations at any moment.

Living in Southern California, we are no strangers to crisis situations and natural disasters. Earthquakes, 
wildfires and most recently, flu outbreaks seem to be an unfortunate regular part of  our lives in this region. 
However, as a district we have taken several steps over the last few years to be prepared for these situations.

A key step to ensuring preparedness is making sure that we have the right staff  to deal with situations. The 
Sweetwater District is the only district in Southern California that has a full-time, credentialed nurse on site at 
every one of  our schools. School nurses are well-versed not only in dealing with all the day-to-day issues that 
arise, but are regularly briefed and trained to be prepared for larger scale emergencies. 

In addition to the School Nurses, School Resource Officers and Campus Assistants are important members of  
our safety network as well. School Resource Officers from the local police departments are assigned directly to 
our schools and develop relationships with staff  and students. Campus Assistants are on-site ensuring that daily 
safety needs are met and that any issues that arise are immediately relayed to administrators and dealt with 
accordingly.

Over the years, the district has worked very closely with public and private health entities to ensure that students 
and staff  are receiving the best possible care and the latest information on health issues. The San Diego County 
Health and Human Services Agency has worked with the district during emergencies to ensure that information 
is distributed accurately and in a timely manner.

During recent wildfires we were able to coordinate and staff  a regional evacuation center that included provision 
of  24-hour healthcare services, meals and shower facilities. Due to the overwhelming demand for services on the 
local Red Cross, all of  this was done with district staff  and volunteers and we did not have to rely on outside 
assistance.

We were recently informed of  a growing number of  cases of  Swine Flu in our area and again, the district 
responded immediately. Staff  was brought up to speed on the issue and the district’s website was updated with 
useful information and links to other resources. A telephone message was relayed to all families and employees 
letting them know of  the immediate action that was being taken both regionally and directly in our schools.

Still, even with all of  the measures that we have taken to be prepared for a crisis, we should also remember that 
now is not the time to rest on our laurels. We must continue to be vigilant and prepare ourselves for whatever is 
awaiting us. In the rapidly changing times that we live in, one of  the few things we can count on is change. We 
certainly hope that we will never have to deal with any catastrophic-type events, but rest assured that if  we do, 
we will be prepared.


