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  RDM’s Yolanda Sherard in Running for State Teacher of the Year
Recently named one of the five San Diego County Teachers of the Year for 2012, Rancho del Rey Middle 
School teacher Yolanda Sherard was named a semifinalist for California Teacher of the Year.

Superintendent Dr. Ed Brand believes that this recognition is a great accomplishment not only for Sherard, but 
for all Sweetwater District teachers.

"Yolanda is a great example of the quality teaching that goes on all across the Sweetwater District," said 
Brand. "We are all very proud of what she has accomplished and of her efforts on behalf of all teachers."

Sherard and the other semifinalists will be honored in Sacramento at the California Teacher of the Year Awards 
Banquet on February 6, 2012

  San Ysidro High Celebrates 10th Anniversary
All community members are invited to help San Ysidro High mark the campus’ 10 year anniversary on Saturday, 
March 17th.  A school carnival will take place from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Stop by to enjoy food, games, a car show, 
student performances and a closing fireworks display. 

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY
February 6-10,2012 National School Counseling Week

February 1, 2012 National Freedom Day

February 13, 2012 Lincoln’s Birthday

February 14, 2012 Valentine’s Day

February 17 and 20, 2012 Presidents’ Holiday (Observed)

February 20, 2012 Washington’s Birthday

February 21, 2012 Board Meeting
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  Power of Music Benefit Concert at ORH
Otay Ranch High KIWIN’s present “The Power of Music” benefit concert on Saturday, Feb. 11. There will be 
performances by Katriz Trinidad, Kinections, Francis Florendo, I Am, Surreal Fidelity, Lexi Pulido, Mental 
Opposition, Michael Carreon and many more. The show will take place at the Jack Tygett Performing Arts Center 
at Chula Vista High from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Tickets are $5 pre-sale, $8 at the door. Children under 5 are free. All 
proceeds from the concert will go to One Dollar for Life, a non-profit corporation founded to address third world 
poverty by collecting $1 donations from high school students and channeling those funds into small-scale 
infrastructure projects in developing countries. The KIWINS’s of ORH are a community service organization of 
high school students. 

  CVHS Wellness and Safety Fair
Chula Vista High School is hosting the First Annual Wellness and Safety Fair for parents and students on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 from 9 a.m. to noon. The free event is co-sponsored by the Chula Vista Community 
Collaborative and brings together a variety of community agencies and resources offering services for 
families. Participants can also take advantage of health screenings from a mobile health clinic and workshops 
on a variety of topics including fair housing, identity theft, internet safety and teen driving safety. 

  Connect Ed Training Opportunity Coming
The Information Technology Department has scheduled the first Connect Ed Training for 2012 on Thursday, 
Feb. 23 in Room A & B in the District Office from 10 - 11:30 a.m. It is important that every department have 
someone trained to use the call-out system.  User accounts will be created after users have attended the 
training. To reserve a spot for the training send an email to maria.andrade@sweetwaterschools.org or call  
619–585-7905.

  Girls and Women in Sports Day at SDSU
Calling all female sports lovers, San Diego State Women’s Basketball and the County Office of Education will 
present “Girls and Women in Sports Day” on Sat., Feb. 18. SDSU will face off against Air Force that day at 2 
p.m. An all-sports clinic starting at 12:30 p.m. will be held before the game. Free tickets are available to kids in 
grades K to 8 by calling the County Office of Education at (858) 292-3753. For more information about the 
event call (619) 594-0760.

mailto:maria.andrade@sweetwaterschools.org
mailto:maria.andrade@sweetwaterschools.org
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  Join the Race for Autism
You can help make a difference in the lives of San Diego families living with autism by joining the Sweetwater 
Neuro Stars as they run and walk in the San Diego Race for Autism on March 24.

The race is sponsored by the National Foundation for Autism Research. All proceeds of the race will be used to 
support local programs, services and classroom materials to improve the lives of those with autism in our 
community. Many of our students and schools have benefited from grants from NFAR. For more information 
visit www.NFAR.org.

Once considered rare, autism now affects as many as one in 110 children in the United States. Every 20 
minutes a child is diagnosed with autism. And every step in the Race for Autism represents one of more than 
7,000 children with autism in San Diego. To join, visit the Sweetwater Neuro Stars web page http://
nfar.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=995648&supid=350012426

  Youth Baseball International Game Coming to Chula Vista
The International Youth Baseball Tournament is coming to Chula Vista on Sat., Feb. 11. Two local teams, Chula 
Vista Bombers 12U and Barons 13U will compete against the Korean National Team. Many of the Korean 
players will be participating in the 2012 Little League World Series. The game will be from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at 
Chula Vista South Pony Baseball Field, 1500 Max Ave. A post-game BBQ with both Korean and American-style 
BBQ will be held afterwards sponsored by the Chula Vista South Pony Baseball and local merchants.

  Preventing Slips, Trips and Falls
After car accidents, slips, trips and falls are the leading cause of personal injury. But they are among the 
easiest hazards to correct. Take the time to look around your worksite for potential hazards and try to prevent 
them. Slips occur most often on wet floors. If a slippery floor surface is a problem, it should be coated with a 
non-slip surfacing material or replaced. The main cause of tripping is an obstacle in the walkway. Avoid 
cluttered workspaces by keeping objects out of the way, repair uneven flooring and be sure walkways are 
properly lighted. Falls can happen as a result of slips and trips, and also by climbing ladders or elevated 
platforms. Don’t risk injury by taking short cuts. Before attempting to get on a ladder or platform, make sure to 
you are able to get up and down safely. 

  Sign up for Email Updates from CDE
You can get the latest information from the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)/ California 
Department of Education (CDE) by signing up on the electronic mailing list found on the CDE SBAC Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp.
You are also invited to join the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Resources electronic mailing list to 
receive information and updates regarding the CCSS implementation. To sign up, visit the CDE CCSS Web page 
at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cc/ccssresourceslistserv.asp.

http://www.NFAR.org
http://www.NFAR.org
http://nfar.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=995648&supid=350012426
http://nfar.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=995648&supid=350012426
http://nfar.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=995648&supid=350012426
http://nfar.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=995648&supid=350012426
http://165.74.253.23/t/962255/1834734/508/0/
http://165.74.253.23/t/962255/1834734/508/0/
http://165.74.253.23/t/962255/1834734/509/0/
http://165.74.253.23/t/962255/1834734/509/0/
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KUDOS
Congratulations to Bob McKinney and Kevin Costa, Speech Therapists, for their recent presentation at the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association Conference. They presented to a full house on Successful Collaboration in the Classroom Setting. 

HTH was well represented by student teams at the Junior Achievement Titan Industry Challenge. Team 1 The Green Lancers, which 
included Jackie Hernandez, Lucero Robles, Andrea Uribe and Paul Harrington, won 1st place for the Strategy Award for writing 
the best strategic business plan, and 2nd place on their team logo design. They now qualify for the international competition next 
semester. Team 2 Juan Villegas, Adrian Anaya, and Rocelle Nuyda placed 4th after a very competitive round. Both teams represented 
the Hilltop High School AOHT Academy Sales and Marketing class.

Hats off to National City Middle School staff for organizing a most successful Holiday Celebration. On Dec. 15, with the help of many 
volunteers and donors, the school treated approximately 300 students and their families to a dinner that included ham, turkey and 
tamales. Entertainment was provided by the school band and mariachi from Sweetwater High. Performances by the NCM dance team 
and guitar music from Cruz Rodriguez and Annalysa Vasquez rounded out the evening.

A group of nine football players from district schools were selected to play on the CIF San Diego Section All Stars game against the Los 
Angeles Section All Stars held Sunday, Jan. 29 at the Home Depot Center in Carson.
The players selected from Olympian High were: Divanuel Flores, linebacker; Asante Gibson, Running Back; and Santana Leomiti, 
Linebacker.  From Mar Vista High, the players selected were: Lashon Riggins, Linebacker; Sean Sullivan, Off Line; and Victor 
Villaverde, Off Line. Also chosen were: Luis Venegas, SUH Linebacker and Andres Perez, BVH Off-Line. Congratulations to all for 
representing Sweetwater schools with pride.

SWEETWATER
C U R R E N T S

  Students Stage Music and Dance Programs
The talented students in Sweetwater’s Visual and Performing Arts program have some wonderful programs in 
store for your enjoyment. On Thurs., Feb. 16 spend an evening serenaded by more than 350 young string 
musicians performing in symphony at the District StringFest. The event begins at 7 p.m. at EastLake Middle 
School’s Pavilion, 900 Duncan Ranch Road, Chula Vista. General admission is $2.
On Sat., Feb. 25, hear the finest middle and high school band students perform in the Honor Band Concert. The 
show begins at 7 p.m. at Chula Vista High’s Jack Tygett Performing Arts Center, 820 Fourth Avenue. Admission 
is $5. 
And enjoy the artistry of the middle and high school dance groups at the District Dance Concert on Feb. 28th at 
7 p.m. The performance will take place at Eastlake High’s Ruth Chapman Performing Arts Center, 1120 
Eastlake Parkway. Admission is $5.
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ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS/  TRANSFERSADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS/  TRANSFERS

NAME POSITION

Michael Govea Assistant Principal - Student Activities, Sweetwater High School

Hector Ornelas Assistant Principal, Sweetwater High School
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  SUH Senior Named Most Inspirational Player at Holiday Bowl
At the Bridgepoint Education Holiday Bowl, Luis Venegas, senior at Sweetwater High School, was introduced as 
the season’s most inspirational player. 
Luis is the second youngest of four children. His mother moved the family to National City when he was in the 
8th grade, but Luis and his siblings continued attending schools in their former East County neighborhoods for 
a while. That meant riding public buses two and a half hours each way until he finally enrolled in National City 
schools.
A young man who dreams of becoming an attorney, Luis has faith that his future will be brighter. He is a top 
student and recently won a 3rd place in a national entrepreneurial contest for high school students. A 
champion on the football field, Luis is sure that education will be his gateway to success. “I have the obligation 
to prove it is possible to succeed – for me, for my family and for all the people who have invested their time in 
me,” says Luis. 
Although many nominations with extremely inspirational stories were submitted from around the county, Luis 
was the clear front-runner to become this year’s Dr Pepper TEN Most Inspirational Player. He was recognized 
on the field during the Holiday Bowl on Dec. 28th. 
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SWEETWATER SCHOOLS AND PEOPLE STAND PROUDLY AMONG WINNERS
Hard work, dedication and excellence. Those are qualities Sweetwater Union High School 
District employees have in spades.

The many good things that you do for students every day change lives, but they donÕt 
always bring you the attention you deserve. 

Recently, though, the great work of educators across the district is bringing Sweetwater 
some well-earned recognition.

Two of our principals, Mary Rose Peralta of Granger Junior High and Jose Brosz of Otay 
Ranch High, have been selected to receive 2012 Administrator of the Year awards from the 
Association of California School Administrators.Each year, a handful of educators are honored for outstanding job 
performance based on their experience, demonstrated leadership and success in promoting student achievement.

In addition, San Ysidro High Principal Hector Espinoza was identified as one of the Òbest of the bestÓ and invited 
to serve on the California AVID PrincipalsÕ Leadership Collaborative. The success of San Ysidro High in getting 
students to be college-ready earned the school validation as a National AVID Demonstration School in 2011.

Of course, at every one of or school sites, the principals are surrounded by exemplary teachers and staff.

Among the teacher standouts recently honored are:

¥ Yolanda Sherard, a U.S. History teacher at Rancho del Rey Middle School, was named a semifinalist for 
California Teacher of the Year.

¥ Fred Lee, teacher at Rancho del Rey, was selected by the California Association for Music Education to 
receive this yearÕs Outstanding Jazz Educator Award.

¥ Jannelle Olivier of Olympian High chosen as one of seven Math for America San Diego Master Teachers. 
SheÕll receive $10,000 for each year of a 5-year fellowship.

¥ Maria Catalina, science teacher at Mar Vista Middle, was recently named as a partner to Project Synergy 
Moon, a group that will compete for the Google Lunar X Prize.

Our schools are getting notice too. Both National City Middle and Granger Junior High are among 27 finalists 
nationwide vying for Excellence in Urban Education Awards presented by the National Center for Urban School 
Transformation (NCUST).

ÒThese schools are among the best urban schools in the nation,Ó stated Dr. Joseph F. Johnson, Jr., Executive 
Director of NCUST. ÒAlthough these schools serve low-income communities with an array of challenges, every 
finalist boasts achievement results that exceed state averages for all students.Ó

Beginning this week, both schools are receiving a site visit from an NCUST evaluation team of researchers and 
practitioners who will be grading the schools on curriculum, instruction and climate.

Districtwide initiatives have also brought us kudos. The Sweetwater District recently received an Innovation 
Award from the College Board. The award was earned in recognition for the exemplary work we do to prepare 
students from disadvantaged backgrounds become college ready through the Compact for Success.

SWEETWATER
C U R R E N T S
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SWEETWATER SCHOOLS AND PEOPLE STAND PROUDLY AMONG WINNERS
Parents, of course, are an essential part of our success. Through various outreach efforts, we continue to raise the 
level of parent involvement to make them true partners with us in their childrenÕs education.

On Jan. 31, more than 300 parents attended the AVID Parent Night at Hilltop High. During this program, 
parents learn about the benefits of AVID, college day visits, the college application process and financial aid 
options. Students and parents also heard from professionalsÑattorneys, police officer, doctor and  business 
peopleÑ who shared about how their educational and career paths. Another group of more than 100 parents 
participated in the PSAT Parent Night at Eastlake High.

Such turnouts indicate that across the district we have grown positive school cultures that encourage parents and 
family members to become active members of the educational community.

Even in the face of challenges and uncertainty, we can hold our heads high that at every one of our schools the 
main mission of preparing students for a successful future.  

As we move ahead, I have every confidence that youÕll continue to demonstrate the dedication, hard work and 
excellence that makes me proud to work with all of you.

SWEETWATER
C U R R E N T S


